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Florence Nightingale
1820-1910

• English social reformer and statistician, and the 
founder of modern nursing

• Active during the Crimean War, Oct. 1853 – Feb.
1856

• Focus: the Barrack Hospital in Scutari, Otoman 
Empire

• Sources:
• History’s Badasses: Florence Nightingale, 

http://historythings.com/historys-badasses-florence-
nightingale/





William Simpson (artist, 1823–1899) E. Walker (lithographer, lifespan unknown, working for Day & Son)
http://wellcomeimages.org/indexplus/obf_images/a3/ac/734d0b4d5c31bb4ed35072db6b23.jpg

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Simpson_(artist)
http://wellcomeimages.org/indexplus/obf_images/a3/ac/734d0b4d5c31bb4ed35072db6b23.jpg


People behind the charts

„Florence Nightingale kept meticulous records of the death toll at the hospital. In the 
months before she took over from the military, the death rate at the hospital varied 
between 32 and 42 percent on an annual basis. (These figures were obtained by 
extrapolation of the monthly mortality values to yearly values.) In January 1855, from the 
3,168 soldiers that died, she counted 2,761 deaths due to preventable or 'mitigable' 
causes, mostly cholera, typhus and malnutrition. Only 83 died during that month from 
wounds, and 324 lives were lost to other causes. Five months after the commencement of 
her sanitary reform, however, the mortality had reached a level of 2 percent on an annual 
basis, which was comparable to that of the army hospitals in and around London. Florence 
Nightingale recorded that the overall mortality of the British army fighting in the East was 
about two thirds of that in the army back home! [6]. This was the result of the relentless 
and innovative efforts of Florence Nightingale and her team, despite the disapproval and 
opposition of the military administration who remembered her best as 'the lady with the 
hammer'. In April 1856, the war in the Crimea came to an end and Florence returned to 
England where she was acclaimed as a national hero, although haunted by the memory of 
the 9,000 soldiers which she had seen dying because of ignorance, disbelief and 
stubbornness of the military sanitary service.”

Paul J. Lewi, 2006, Speaking of Graphics, http://www.datascope.be/sog/SOG-Chapter5.pdf



„In January 1855, from 
the 3,168 soldiers that 
died, she counted 2,761 
deaths due to 
preventable or 
'mitigable' causes, 
mostly cholera, typhus 
and malnutrition. Only 
83 died during that 
month from wounds, 
and 324 lives were lost 
to other causes.” (Lewi 
2006)



Hugh Small, Did Nightingale’s ‘Rose Diagram’ save 
millions of lives? http://www.florence-nightingale-
avenging-angel.co.uk/?p=462



Hugh Small, 2010, Did Nightingale’s ‘Rose Diagram’ save millions of lives?, http://www.florence-nightingale-avenging-
angel.co.uk/?p=462



Hugh Small, 2010, Did Nightingale’s ‘Rose Diagram’ save millions of lives?, http://www.florence-nightingale-avenging-
angel.co.uk/?p=462



Hugh Small, Did Nightingale’s ‘Rose 
Diagram’ save millions of lives?
http://www.florence-nightingale-
avenging-angel.co.uk/?p=462



Nightingale's 'Coxcombs'

https://understandinguncertainty.org/coxcombs



Mr. John Simon, 1816-1904, The first Chief Medical 
Officer for Her Majesty's Government from 1855–1876
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Simon_(pathologist)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_Medical_Officer_(United_Kingdom)


http://www.twcenter.net/forums/showthread.php?642811-Crimean-War-Soldiers-In-Colour
https://ro.pinterest.com/pin/569494315352088656/

http://www.twcenter.net/forums/showthread.php?642811-Crimean-War-Soldiers-In-Colour
https://ro.pinterest.com/pin/569494315352088656/




Typhoid fever / Salmonella enterica subsp. enterica





Pediculus humanus capitis
Typhus / Rickettsia prowazekii









Stories & science

Stories

• Characters

• Plot

• Narrative

Science

• Intervention on characters

• Counting characters

• Comparison of two or more 
character groups / situations

• Narrative









Intercessory prayer



Intercessory 
prayer

• Francis Galton, 1872, 
Statistical inquiries into the 
efficacy of prayer

https://academic.oup.com/ije/article/4
1/4/923/689380/Statistical-inquiries-
into-the-efficacy-of-prayer




